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Vice President pays tribute to the bravehearts of Kunja Bahdurpur

Says our history is incomplete without the bravery of these heroes Union
government should encourage states to research upon and compile history of
local heroes of freedom struggle — VP Calls for making it mandatory part of

our school syllabus Serious research required on the oral traditions of history
telling — VP Stresses the need to develop nationalistic approach towards
history writing Urges people to follow Fundamental Duties and spread
awareness about them

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today suggested that Union government
should encourage states to research upon and compile the history of local heroes of freedom
struggle from across the country. He also emphasized on publishing this history in local
languages so as to reach the maximum people.

Speaking at an event organised in the remembrance of Shaheed Raja Vijay Singh and his
brave men at the village Kunja Bahadur in Haridwar district of Uttarakhand today, Shri
Naidu recalled the heroic story of the people of Kunja Bahadur who rose against the British
with their king Vijay Singh.

The Britishers had occupied a significant portion of India by the year 1824 when King
Vijay Singh declared freedom. He gathered an army of one thousand men from nearby
areas such as Garhwal, Kumaon, Bijnor, Saharanpur and Meerut and stopped paying taxes
to the British. He eliminated all symbols of British occupation from the area.

The British in turn attacked the fort of Kunja Bahadur. Around 40 Britishers were killed in
the fierce battle that ensued and hundreds of Gurjar soldiers were martyred. The British
inflicted innumerable atrocities over the people. They hanged hundreds of people from a
single tree. The bodies of Raja Vijay Singh and his brave general Kalyan Singh were
mutilated and displayed in front of Dehradun prison.

The Vice President said that Raja Vijay Singh and his men made supreme sacrifice for the
cause of freedom in 1824, three decades before the first war for independence in 1857, but
it is an irony that the stories like Kunja Bahadurpur remain ignored in our history. “Our
history is incomplete without the bravery of these heroes *’, he said.

Mentioning the names of legendary warriors from Uttarakhand such as Ram Pyari Gurjar,
Rani Karnawati, Shahmal Singh Tomar and teenage warrior Shivdevi Tomar, Shri Naidu
said that our history has been witness to many a struggle wherein people rose against the
invaders under the leadership of local heroes to defend their freedom, honour, culture and

property.

“But these resistances hardly find any mention in our history”, said Shri Naidu adding that
“we need to rectify this mistake”.



